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UNIFORM EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR 
COMMISSIONERS’ CERTIFICATES. 


NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION. 


SECOND AND THIRD GRADES. 
ARITHMETIC. 


1. Define (a) compound number; (/) like numbers. 
Give illustrations. 

2. Write in words the value of (2) 300545; (b) 324. 

3. A rectangular field is 7 ch. 751. long and 4 ch. 8741. 
wide. How many rods of fence are required to enclose 
it? 

4. M has 2,025 sheep, and N has 1,350. Required 
the ratio of N’s sheep to M’s. 

5. A eylindrical cistern 5 feet in diameter, 15 ft. 84 in. 
in circumference, and 5 ft. 6 in. high (inside measure- 
ment), contains how many barrels of water? (Answers 
to whole numbers only.) 

6. A railroad company declared a dividend of 14% for 
the quarter ending Sept. 30, 1891. If the stock was 
quoted at 105, what was the rate of income per annum, on 
an investment in the stock of that company ? 

7. What is the true present worth of $189.60 due in 3 
mo. 12 da. at 6% per annum ? 


8. Find the number which is 207 more than } and } of 
itself. 

9. Required the cost of one dozen silver spoons, 
weighing 18 pwt. 18 gr. at $1.15 per ounce. 

10. A concrete number is composed of four factors. 
How many of these factors are concrete? Give illus- 
tration. 


each | 


GEOGRAPHY. 


1. Name four different conditions which determine the 
amount of water which a river discharges. 

2. Locate (a) the predominant mountain system; (d) 
the secondary system; and (c) the great low plains of 
North America. 

3. Account for the saltness of ocean water. 

4. Why do not isothermal lines coincide with parallels 
of latitude ? 

5. What effect has the earth's rotation upon the direc- 
tion of ocean currents ¢ 


6. When it is noon at London is it earlier or later at 
New York? Why? 

7. (a) What sea north of South America? (5) To 
what ocean is it tributary? (c) Mention two indentations 
of this sea. 

8. (a) What oceans partially surround Europe? (4) 
Which exerts the greater influence upon its climate ? 
(c) Give two reasons for your answer. 

9. Describe the drainage of Asia. 

10. (a) Name the largest river of Australia. (b) Lo 
cate the most important city. 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 


1. Mention four divisions of government to which citi- 
zens of the United States are subject. 

2. In the town system of government name (a) the 
legislative body ; (+) the judicial officer. 

3. Why is the state divided into counties for purposes 
of government ? 

4. By what authority are new states admitted to the 
Union ? 

5. (a) Who are citizens of a state ? 
thority is this determined ? 

6.. Who makes the rules which shall govern the differ- 
ent branches of a legislature ? 

7. ‘“*No senator or representative shall, during the time 
for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office 
under the United States which shall have been created, or 
the emoluments whereof shall have been increased, during 
such time.” Why ? 

8. By whom is the governor of a territory appointed ? 


(6) By what an- 


DRAWING. | 

1. Draw and define (a) a straight line; (/) a curved 
line. 

2. Represent a bowl standing (a) at the level of the 
eye; (4) below the level of the eye. 

3. From what solid is the circle developed ? 

4. Draw a circle, and represent the position of the 
pencil at four different points. 

5. What should a working drawing show ? 

6. What effect has distance upon the apparent size of 
an object. 

7. In what ways may units of design be used in a bor- 
der decoration 
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8. Represent a square prism below the eye with one 
corner facing you, showing two sides and one end of the 
prism. 

COMPOSITION, 

Write a composition on one of the following subjects : 

Needlework. Telephones. Skating. Railways of New 
York state. 

GRAMMAR. 

At this critical moment a fresh, comely woman pressed through 
the throng to get a peep at the gray-bearded man. She had a 
chubby child in ber arms, which, frightened at his looks, began to 
cry. ‘ Hush, Rip,’’ she cried, “‘ hush; the old man won’t hurt 
you.” The name of the child, the air of the mother, the tone of 
her voice, all awakened a train of recollections in his mind. **What 
is your name, my good woman ?”’ asked he. 

WASHINGTON IRVING. 

The first seven questions refer to the above selection. 

Norgs.—1. A combination of anbject and predicate is called a clause, 
Clauses are principal or subordinate. 2. Subordinate clauses include (a 
subject clauses; (>) objective clauses; (c) adjective clauses; (d) adverb 
clauses. 38. In naming a clause, include only its anmodified subject and 
anmodified predicate. 4. A preposition with its object is called a phrase. 
5. In naming a phrase, give only the preposition and its unmodified object. 
6. A modifier may be a word, phrase, or clause. 7. An object ofa transitive 
verb is classed as a modifier of that verb. 8. Only eight parts of speech are 
recognized, —the articles the and a forming a subdivision of adjectives 
and participles being one of the forms of verbs. 9. Infinitives are 
classed as modes of the verb. 10. In parsing a nounor pronoun, observe 
the following order: Class, person, number, gender, case. Give the reason 
for case. In parsing a relative pronoun, state the agreement with its ante- 
cedent. 11. In siving the syntax of a noun or pronoun, give only the case 
andthe reason for it. 12. Treat verbs as divided into two elasses only; viz., 
transitive and intransitive; a transitive verb may be used in the active or 
passive voice. 13. In parsing a verb, observe the following order: Princt- 
pa! parts, regular or irregular, transitive or intransitive, voice, mode, tense, 
person, number, agreement. Give the special use of an infinitive or a 
participle after tense. 

1. Classify the following clauses: (a) Which began; 
(5) Man won't hurt; (c) What is name? See note 2. 

2. Give three modifiers of pressed. 

3. State to what part of speech each of the following 
belongs: (a) comely ; (b) the second hush; (ce) Rip; 
(d) all ; (e) what. 

4. Give syntax of (a) name; (b) woman 

5, What is the modifier of (a) which? (b) began? (ce) 
To what part of speech does each modifier belong ? 

6. Parse asked. 

7. Classify the pronouns (a) which ; (b) you; (c) what. 

8. By sentences illustrate the use of come in each of its 
four principal parts. 

9. Write a sentence containing tian followed by a pro- 
noun of the first person, plural number. Give the syntax 
of the pronoun. 

10. Write a sentence containing two subordinate clauses, 


—one adjective clause and one objective clause. 


PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE. 


1. When the body is erect, in what direction is the 
liver from the lungs? The kidneys from the spleen ? 

2. How does the sacrum bone of an infant differ from 
that of an adult ? 

3. Of what kind of tissue, principally, are cords and 
ligaments composed ? 

4. Describe the eerebral hemispheres, mentioning (a) 
their location, and (4) the kinds of nerve tissue which 
compose them. 

5. When a ventricle contracts, what prevents the blood 
in it from flowing back into the auricle ? 


6. What relation exists between the quantity of secre. 
tions removed from the body by the lungs, skin, kidneys, 
ete., and the amount of exercise taken? Why? 

7. In what two ways may tight lacing interfere with 
respiration ? 

8. Where are the metatarsal bones located ? 
many are there of these bones in the skeleton ? 


AMERICAN HISTORY. 


How 


1. By what people and when was Jamestown first 
settled ? 

2. By what people was Delaware first settled ? 

3. When and how were the United Colonies declared 
to be free and independent states ? 

4. When, and for what purpose, was the Constitution 
of the United States adopted ? 

5. Name three European nations who claimed the 
greater portion of the western continent by right of dis- 
covery. 

6. What was the effect on naval warfare of the battle 
between the ‘‘ Merrimac ” and “ Monitor” ? 

7. Give a brief account of the building of the first tele- 
graph line in America. 

8. Name three prominent statesmen who were in Con- 
gress during the War of the Rebellion. 


CURRENT TOPICS. 

1. What noted English poet died in November ? 

2. What official position did he hold at the time of his 
death? What was his nom de plume ? 

3. (a) What member of President Harrison’s cabinet 
resigned recently? (4) What official position has he 
since accepted ? 

4. Who has been chosen to succeed him in the cabinet ? 

5. Name four state officers recently inducted into 
office, and mention the office now held by each. 

6. Who is speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
from what state is he a congressman ? 

7. With what South American republic are our govern- 
mental relations somewhat strained ? 

8. Name a United States senator recently deceased. 
What state did he represent ? 

9. What celebrated comedian died in November ? 

10. Who is speaker of the Assembly? What county 
does he represent ? 

METHODS AND SCHOOL ECONOMY. 


1. What kind of teaching is especially adapted to train- 
ing the senses ? 


2. Specify three kinds of knowledge essential to success 
in teaching. 


3. Mention two duties of a teacher who has made a 
contract and is about to open school. 

4. What should govern in school classification ? 

5. What should generally be considered first in the 
study of a country, its climate or its productions? Why? 


6. Mention three important considerations in studying 
a word in a spelling lesson. 
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7. How should the table of linear measure be in- 
troduced ? 

8. Give the different steps that should be taken in an- 
alyzing or explaining the process of multiplying three 
fourths by two thirds. 


ANSWERS. 


ARITHMETIC. 

1. (a) A number that is composed of units of two or 
more denominations of the same kind of measure, weight 
or money value. (2) Numbers that have the same unit. 
Illustrations may differ. 

2. (a) Threa hundred and four five hundred nine- 
teenths. (+) Three hundred four three hundred fifty- 


thirds. 
3. 101rods. 4. 2:3, org. 5. 25-+ barrels. 6. 444%. 


7. $186. 43. 8. 315. 9. $12.94. 10. One concrete 
factor. Illustrations will vary. 


GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Amount of rainfall, size of the river basin, nature 
of the river bed, physical features of the river basin. 

2. (a) In the western part; (5) in the eastern part; 
(c) between the predominant and secondary systems. 

3. The drainage carries into the ocean the salt in solu- 
tion, constant evaporation carries off the water and leaves 
behind the minerals of which salt is one of the most 
abundant. 

4. Because astronomival and physical climate do not 
coincide, on account of the distribation of land and water, 
of the relief forms of land masses, of winds and moisture, 
of ocean currents. 

5. Those flowing toward the poles are deflected toward 
the east; those flowing toward the equator, toward the 
west. 

6. Earlier. Because London is east of New York. 

7. (a) Caribbean sea. (b) Atlantic ocean. (c) Bay of 
Honduras, Gulf of Darien. 

8. (a) Atlantic and Arctic oceans. (+) Atlantic ocean. 
(c) Because of its warra currents and the direction of the 
prevailing winds. 

9. The rivers of Asia belong to the Indian ocean sys- 
tem, the Pacific system, and the Arctic system. There 
are numerous fresh and salt water lakes in the interior. 
Answers may vary in detail. 

10. (a) The Murray river. (5) Melbourne in the 
southern part of Victoria. 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

1. Town, county, State, United States. 

2. (a) Legal voters at town meetings. (a) Justice of 
the peace. 

3. It enables the people to attend to affairs which are 
not of state importance. It serves as a convenient basis 
of apportionment and secures competent local tribunals 
of justice. 


4. By authority of Congress. 

5. (a) All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States and residents of the state. (b) By the United 
States Constitution. 

6. Each branch makes its own rules. 

7. To prevent members of Congress from voting to 
create offices, or to affix high salaries to offices, with the 
hope that they would themselves be appointed to these 
offices. 

8. By the President with the consent of the Senate. 


DRAWING. 


1. (a) A line that does not change its direction. (6) 
A line that changes its direction at every point. 

2 From the sphere. 5. Allthe facts of form, size, 
and position. 6. It diminishes it. 7. By repetition or 
by alternation. 

GRAMMAR. 


1. (a) Adjective. (4) Objective. (c) Objective. 

2. Adverbial phrases at moment and through throng. 
and the infinite to get. 

3. (a) Adjective. () Interjection. (c) Noun. (d) 
Adjective. (e) Pronoun. 

4. (a) Nominative, subject of the verb awakened, 
(5) Nominative by direct address. 

5. (a) Frightened. (b) Tocry. (c) The verb. 

6. Verb; principal parts ask, asked, asking, asked ; 
regular; transitive; active voice, indicative mode past 
(imperfect) tense; third person, singular number, in 
agreement with the subject he. 

7. (a) Relative. (+) Personal. (c) Interrogative. 

8. Ex. They come in quietly. He came promptly. 
We saw the children coming from school. They have 
come in time. 

9. Ex. You came earlier than we. Nominative case, 
subject of came not expressed. 

10. Ex. The man who was called said that he would 
go. Adjective clause, who was called. Objective clause, 
he would go. 

PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE. 


1. The liver is below the lungs and a little to the right. 
The kidneys are below the spleen. 

2. The sacrum of an infant is composed of five parts 
or vertebra. Later in life, these parts are united into 
one bone. 

3. OF connective tissue. 

4, The cerebral hemispheres are located in the upper 
portion of the cranial cavity. They are composed of 
white and gray nerve tissue. 

5 Between the auricle and ventricle a valve opens 
toward the ventricle, and prevents the backward flow of 
the blood. 

6. The more exercise taken the greater the amount of 
secretions, because an increased amount of exercise neces- 
sitates an increased amount of food, by increasing the 
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waste of tissue; this brings with it an increase in the 
quantity of secretions. 

7. By preventing the free movement of the ribs and 
by preventing the lowering of the diaphragm into the 
abdomen. 

8. They are located in the feet. There are ten of 
thom. 
AMERICAN HISTORY. 

1. By the English in 1607. 2. By the Swedes and 
Finns. 3. In 1776, by resolution of the Continental Con. 
gress. 4. In 1787. See preamble to the constitution. 
5. Spanish, |English, French. 6. It led to the use of 
ironclad vessels. 

CURRENT TOPICS. 

1. Robert Edward Bulwer-Lytton. 

2. British ambassador to France. ‘Owen Meredith.” 

3. (a) Redfield Proctor, Secretary of War; (/) United 
States Senator from Vermont. 4. Stephen B. Elkins. 

5. Roswell P. Flower, Governor; Wm. F. Sheehan, 
Lieutenant-governor; Frank Rice, Secretary of State ; 


Frank Campbell, Comptroller; Elliot Danforth, State 
Treasurer; Simon W. Rosendale, Attorney-General ; 
Martin Schenck, State Engineer and Surveyor. 

6. Charles F. Crisp of Georgia. 7. Chili. 8. Pres- 
ton B. Plumb, Kansas. 9. William Jermyn Florence. 
10. Robert P. Bush, Chemung. 


METHODS AND SCHOOL ECONOMY. 


1. Object teaching. 2. Knowledge of the persons to 
be educated; knowledge of the subjects to be taught ; 
knowledge of the methods of teaching. 

3. To see that the building or class-room is in good 
condition, and that the apparatus is ready for use. To 
have a well-digested plan for the first day of school. 

4. Age, ability and scholarship. 

5. The climate. Because the climate generally deter- 


mines the nature of the productions. ' 

6. Its pronunciation ; its meaning, its spelling 

7. By teaching the pupils to measure with a rule, to 
draw by the eye, and to estimate length with some de- 
gree of accuracy. 


THE NEW 


BUREAU OF 


ENGLAND 


VOCATION. 


This Bureau is the oldest in New England and has gained a national reputation. 
We are constantly receiving calls for teachers of every grade, and from 
every State and Territory and from abroad. 


TEACHERS SEEKING POSITION OR PROMOTION. 


If any reader of the AMERICAN TEACHER should engage to teach, five days in a week, 
and forty weeks in a year, at fifty dollars per day, he would have to teach a hundred 
years to earn the aggregate of salaries which have Leen secured to its membets 


by the New ENGLAND 
during the administration | 
These thousands of 

by us in positions inev- 
and abroad. 


AN ARITHMETICAL 
EXAMPLE SOLVED. | 


Now is the time to register for Spring and Autumn vacancies. 


BUREAU OF EpucATION, 
of its present manager, 
teachers have been placed 
~ ery State and Territory, 
No 


charge to school officers for services rendered. Forms and circulars sent free, 


Address : 


HIRAM ORCUTT, Manager, 3 Somerset St., Boston. 


TESTIMONIALS. 


From A. W. Epson, Agent Mass. Board of Education : —From 
a personal acquaintance with you and your methods of doing 
business, I cheerfully bear witness to the efficiency of your Teach- 
ers’ Bureau. I have secured several excellent teachers through 
your agency and have advised many to apply to you for positions. 


From Hon. Joun Eaton, Pres. Marietta College and for 16 
years U. S. Com. of Education: —From my knowledge of Dr. 
Hiram Orcutt, I should not expect any man in the country to 
excel him in selecting the right teacher for the right place. 


From S. Irwin, Supt., Fort Wayne, Ind,: — Dr. 
Orcutt}: The several teachers procured through your aid have 
done most excellent work in their co-operative spheres. I hope 
to retain them for a long time. When vacancies occur, you will 
hear from me promp'ly. : 


Krom HoMER B, Spracug, Pres. University, San Francisco, 
Cal, : —I shall bear in mind your excellent agency when we want 
other instructors, as we surely sha! by and by. 


|, 


